The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost July 19, 2026
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When we celebrate Holy Communion we are eating and drinking the true body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
for the forgiveness of our sins. Because the Bible says it is possible for someone to eat and drink to their harm if their
understanding of the sacrament is lacking, we ask our visitors to speak with our Pastor before communing here for the
first time. Ask an usher to help you find our Pastor before the service begins, or call during the week.




WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here to
worship with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ!

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING THE PEACE — We share a brief greeting of the Lord's peace.
OPENING HYMN “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” LSB 913

Please stand

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

In the Name of the Father, and of the -I+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to

everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

INTROIT

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;

listen to my plea for grace.

Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth;
unite my heart to fear Your name.

I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify Your name forever.
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For great is Your steadfast love toward me;



You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seek my life,
and they do not set You before them.
But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS - “Glory to God in the Highest”
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart - felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together.

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that,
ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of
living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6-8
The Old Testament Reading for The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost is from Isaiah,

chapter forty-four.

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and His Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I
am the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no god. ” Who is like Me? Let
him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before Me, since I appointed an ancient
people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. ® Fear not, nor be
afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are My
witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 8:18-27
The Epistle Reading is from Romans, chapter eight.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. !°For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 2 For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope ?' that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God. ?? For we know that the whole creation has been
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 2* And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 2* For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what
he sees? »> But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. 2’ And He who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand

ALLELUIA VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, ?’but while his men were
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.
2630 when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 2?And
the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?” ?®He said to them,
‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to
go and gather them?” 2’But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up
the wheat along with them. 3°Let both grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ... 3*Then he left the
crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain
to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3"He answered, “The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man. 3¥The field is the world, and the good seed is the
children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 3°and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers
are angels. “*Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the close of the age. ' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, “’and throw them into
the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears, let him hear.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY “In Holy Conversation” LSB 772
SERMON
HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” LSB 700

Please stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We pray for the hospitalized this past week: none known.

We pray for strength and healing for: Lori Acree, Pam Hull, Pastor Mayer,
Marlene Hilligoss, Mandy Ponder Russian, Jeff Toms, Sandra Courson, Mike
Heidle, Ruth Roderick, Bev Page, Dawn Campbell, Rosalie Finet, Leslie Stone, Del
Krueger, Margie Souza, Dan Rull, Darlene Collins, Paul Teegarden, Dan
Burmeister, Richard Wahlfeldt, Heather Christensen, Martha Elliott, Angie Lucas,
Charlotte Schendel, Walter Harbison, Makenna Eversole, Justin Fleming, Kevin
Mixter, Jim Souza, Gregg Sacotnik, Joyce Owens, Joan Fleming, Linda Grinestaff,
Jason Toms, Gabby Reynolds, Toby Ceader, Sarah Koester, Tom Reese, Dottie
Kliner, Mary Seifrig, Bruce Garrison, Carol Schafer, Tamara Fisher, Marilina
Hutchison, Sarah and Patty Calderon, Jason Dawson, Kathy Howey, Linda
Borgwald, Keri Blankenbeckler, and Frank Hutnicke.




Please be seated
OFFERING

Please stand
OFFERTORY “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” LSB 794
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