Note from Pastor Heidle

January 2019

“Let Our Gladness Banish Sadness”
Dear Friends of Immanuel,
Almost anyone surveyed would state that
Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year; and
yet … the bumps and grinds of life
often leave people rather glum, or even
blue this time of year. One of the NEW
hymns in our hymnal stands out as an
encouragement to “Let Our Gladness
Banish Sadness”! {LSB 371}
First, please know: we’re not
pretending that a hymn can make a
grieving person happy with glee or
giddiness; no way! Nor should it! Nor
should we want it to!! No, this hymn,
like the Nativity Gospel, is not about a
mere emotion; it is about much more!
Second, I, for one, look forward to a
Children’s Nativity program built on
this hymn—it would sound awesome
sung by a children’s ensemble or solo!
The tune is a sweet, flowing tune called Bohemian
(not Rhapsody!).
Sing the first stanza! The opening line lets us
know it’s not about one’s personal emotion, it is about
the message that banishes the sadness of all creation!
LSB 371 Let Our Gladness Banish Sadness

(i.e. sin) God loved (favored) the world so
much that He gave His eternal Son, born in a stall, to
banish the sadness of sin. Yes, that baby in the manger
is the Lord of all. The Lord—the one
bigger than all your problems and
sorrows. This is why all our best
Christmas traditions and practices lead
us to the manger.
Sing the second stanza! The birth
of Jesus was the most anticipated and
expected event ever! The heavenly host
of angels had the joyous honor of
announcing that the time had come for
Jesus to be born – just as was promised.
And the angels sang the message not to
the elite of society, but to the humble
shepherds (the outcasts of society; the
throw-away people). Note the emphasis
that we today have the great honor of
joining the angels in telling the good
news of Jesus to others!
Sing the third (the final) stanza! Child appealing,
this is the One who would draw all men unto Himself
when He was lifted up from the earth (cross). Yes,
Jesus is the One who brings true Light and lasting
pleasure (eternal life in heaven)—and don’t ya
just love how He is called Mary’s Son and
Heaven’s gift and treasure (a vivid expression for
True Man and True God in One Person)! Yet this
almighty, all-powerful God chooses to call us
‘friend’ (see John 15) and bends near to dwell
and abide with us, God with us! He comes
bringing blessings that will embrace and caress us
forevermore!
The reality is that we walk through the valley
of the shadow of death; and singing a hymn
won’t take our grief away; but the joy sung by
angels at Jesus birth, to which we join our voices,
reminds that the good Lord is truly with us – God
with us – every step of that valley, leading us to
the manger …and to heaven!
Sing this hymn often in your personal
devotions, whether your Christmas celebration is
blue, or red and green. And sing it with us in
worship as we continue to celebrate Immanuel –
God with us! With enduring joy,
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Pastor Michael K. Heidle

I believe, therefore I speak… 2 Cor.4:13

SPECIAL DATES IN JANUARY:







New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
Epiphany, Jan. 6
Baptism of our Lord, Jan. 13
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Jan. 21
All Students sing at Immanuel, Jan. 27
National Lutheran Schools’ Week, Jan. 28 – Feb. 1

HELP US CARE FOR YOU: Your well-being is
important to us and we want to pray for you! When you or
a family member is hospitalized, we want to serve you
with prayers and visits. Unfortunately, we are no longer
notified by the hospital; please call the church office
when you have any medical/surgical procedure or in any
time of spiritual need at 217-442-5675. You can also call
Pastor Heidle’s cell phone: 217-516-0085.

Prayer requests: we are certainly pleased to
pray for your (non-member) family and
friends alongside our Immanuel members.
Please keep us informed of their needs.

2019 ENVELOPES have been distributed! Look for
your new envelopes in your church mailbox. Please do
not use your new envelopes until 2019 as your envelope
number may have changed; likewise, do not use leftover
2018 envelopes after Jan. 1. This will help us accurately
acknowledge your contributions. If you currently do not
have envelopes, but would like to begin using them,
please call Kim in the church office.

LESSONS IN WISE FAITH: “The Magi teach
us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles
they encountered, we would understand if they had
given up altogether! First, the travelers were off the
mark, coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king
in a royal palace. Then, directed to
Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight so
utterly out of keeping with a king — a poor
young woman and child, in a poor hut —
that one might expect them to head
straight home. “But,” declares Luther,
“with a great, strong and full faith they
... follow the word of the prophet and the
witness of the star in all purity of heart,”
bowing to worship and honor the Savior.
Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany
(1522), Luther’s Work

ADULT BIBLE CLASS: You’re invited to join us
in our Multipurpose Room on Sundays at 8:30 am as we
grow in faith through the study of God’s Word. Our
NEW topic to begin the new year (starting Jan. 6) is
“Joseph: Carpenter of Steel” addressing some of our
recent questions about the mysterious husband of Mary!

We extend a big THANK YOU to
all who helped with our special
Advent and Christmas services and
activities! The choir and handbells
sang and played beautifully; Parish
Education volunteers and children presented a wonderful
Sound the Bells! The Savior’s Born! Pageant; and many
of you, our generous members, gave so generously of
your time and talents! Many of you decorated the
church, baked cookies to give away, and contributed to
the Christmas food baskets. We are so very thankful for
your continued support to the general fund, capital fund,
and special projects!! Many, many of you have been
generous, even with the extra expenses of the Christmas
season – and we truly appreciate each and every gift!!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin a new
series on Romans on Jan. 15 at 9:30 am. If you would
like to join us and did not order a study book in advance,
call Carol Johnston at 446-4523 by Jan. 2. When the
books arrive, we will distribute them in your church
mailbox. We will collect the payment for the book in
Bible Study. All ladies of Immanuel are welcome!

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
 The Nov/Dec meeting was opened with prayer.
 A motion to accept the minutes for the Oct. 2018
meeting was passed unanimously.
 We are in need of another DLS representative.
 Discussion on the Statement of Belief.
 Discussion of Facilities Use Policy.
 Reviewed financial reports.
 DLS Principal’s Report: Special Education option
under investigation, budget planned for 100 students,
current enrollment is 78, enrichment program approved.
 Youth Report: 2 youth attended the CID Lock-in in
November.
 Worship Report: Earlier Advent Service time has not
impacted attendance.
 Properties Report: Windows are on schedule to begin
on Dec. 21.
 Evangelism Report: Planning gift for children and
Two’s Program.
 Parish Education Report: Two’s Program has been
successful. It has enhanced our Children’s Ministry,
served as a feeder for DLS, and met a need in the
community.
 Next Meeting: Jan. 15, 2019.
 The meeting closed with prayer.

Rest tonight knowing that whatever
is on your mind is in God’s hands.

SUPER BOWL SUBS: A special Kick-off is

CENTRAL IL DISTRICT MISSION STORY:

coming your way! Stewardship
Super Bowl Sub Sales will be
available on Jan. 20 & 27 for
delivery on Feb. 4 for the big game.

For Kathryn, it is all in the family!
She graduated in Elementary Education from Illinois
State in 2014, then completed a two-year colloquy through
Concordia University Chicago in 2017, the same year she
married her husband J. B. Bruntjen. Now Kathryn serves
the Lord as a kindergarten teacher at Zion Lutheran School
in Lincoln, the school she herself attended. Going back to
teach there was like returning to home and family.
On the subject of family, Kathryn’s parents David and
Stephanie Opperman had preceded her, both in attending
ISU and in worshipping at Wittenberg Lutheran Center.
Also, her two younger siblings have followed her to ISU
and Wittenberg. All in the family!
Is there any wonder that Kathryn likes 3 John 4, “I
have no greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth”? This passage comes to her mind
when she reflects on her own experience with campus
ministry. She says: “If we, as instruments of Christ, are
seeking to affect the lives of many and win souls for the
cause of the Gospel, campus ministries are a wonderful
space to present the Gospel and offer students hope and
truth.” Campus ministries form the front lines in a battle for
the hearts, minds, and souls of students.
Kathryn adds that Wittenberg was “where I knew the
Word of God would be taught in its truth and purity …
where myself and other students could discuss current
events and life issues at Bible studies, surrounded by
nurturing friends, the Pastor, and the Deaconess.” Here
was a family where she knew God as her Father and Jesus
as her Brother through the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord used your congregation’s gifts to the Central
Illinois District to put Wittenberg Lutheran Center in place
and maintain its ministry, for folks like Kathryn. Thanks!

GIFT (SCRIP) CARDS: The next Scrip Card
order is due to the church office by 1 pm on Jan. 14 and
will be available for pickup Jan. 20 or in the church
office after that. Order forms are on the information
table. Orders are not limited to the vendors listed on the
order blank; if you want to order a vendor not listed, first
see if it is available at: www.shopwithscrip.com. Write
the name of the vendor, denomination of the gift card,
number of cards wanted, and total amount on a blank
line of the order form. Most of the local fast food/chain
restaurants (with varying rates of profit to the church),
plus Meijer, Wal-Mart, and Big R have cards available
every Sunday and in the church office during the week.

CAPITAL FUND

CHRISTMAS

TREE:

Jump start your 2019 giving! There’s a Christmas tree in
the Narthex for special gifts to the Capital Fund Drive.
This tree is special because each of the ornaments has a
white tag with either a dollar amount or left blank for
you to fill in. Please take an ornament as a remembrance
and put the white tag with a check for the corresponding
amount inside an envelope and put it in the offering
plate. All donations will go toward the school windows.
Of course, donations may be made anytime during the
year. A special thanks to all who contributed in December!

SAVE THE DATE: While we are in the middle of
winter, think ahead to the sunny, warm days of July and
mark the 7th Annual Community Hog Roast on your
calendar. It will be Saturday, July 27. Be sure to join us
for food and fellowship!

DIRECTORY UPDATES: Please note the
following correction in your copy of our church phone
directory: Martha Elliott has a new address: 3220
Independence, Apt. 313, Danville, IL 61832. Barb
Dawless is still at Hawthorne, but her room number is
now #306. We will continue to update new or corrected
contact information in the newsletter each month as it
becomes available. Please contact Kim in the church
office if your information changes or is listed
incorrectly. Thank you!

PARISH EDUCATION NEWS:



Monical’s Day is Jan. 8.
Icebox cookie sales will take place in March.

WOMEN’S GUILD: The Jan. 8 meeting is a
luncheon meeting beginning at 11:30 am. Please bring a
dish to share. Our hostesses, Sharon Crow and Loretta
Reifsteck, will provide dessert and table ware. We will
discuss the bazaar among other items. Hope to see you
there! Mite Sunday is Jan. 6.

Our January lessons are about God’s prophet Elijah. We
will study the account of Elijah being fed at the Brook
Cherish, as well as the showdown with the prophets of
Baal at Mount Carmel. Children will see how God pours
out His everlasting love for us and is with us, even when
everything seems against us. God says, “Fear not, for I
am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God.”
(Isaiah 41:10)

DATES TO REMEMBER:

 Jan. 7 – Return to class
 Jan. 21 – No school, MLK Jr. Day
 Jan. 23 – Guest Chapel speaker, Pastor Phillips with
LCMS Deaf Missions
 Jan. 28 – Feb. 1 – National Lutheran Schools Week

Mrs. Hammer’s Preschool class is dressed in their
Christmas best and ready for their Christmas Program!

GO WARRIORS! Warrior basketball resumes action
on Jan. 8 at 6 pm in a home game (vs. Judah Christian) at
the Immanuel. Both the JV and Varsity will be competing
in tournaments this month. The JV will play in a 4-team
round robin tournament at the Immanuel gym on Jan. 19.
The varsity will travel to Hopedale Jan. 26 in a 6-team
tournament. 8th grade night is Feb. 2. Basketball Roster:
JV: Zach Davis, Brendon Gieseke, Colin Chesnut, Seth
Rayburn, Jaylan Dozier, Payton Gutteridge, Bryton Pruitt,
Jaxon Parker, Brennan Thompson, Kyler Zarn, and
Zachariah Bolden. Coaches: RJ Davis, Alan & Leesa
Chesnut.
Varsity: Quintin Alblinger, Joshua Gernand, Cheyenne
Walls, MacKenzie Blanden, Jentezen Harris, Blake
Chesnut, Zach Davis, Colin Chesnut, and Seth Rayburn.
Coaches: Pat Alblinger, Darrin Farr, and RJ Davis.
Cheerleaders: Macy Dale, Lillian Reed, Sierra Gieseke,
Alina Arvizu, Kaitlyn Stack, and Livi Graham. Coach:
Stephanie Dale.
Attention Basketball Alumni: We are inviting all former
Warrior basketball players to participate in an alumni
exhibition game on Thursday, Jan. 17 following the varsity
game at 7 pm. Relive great moments of Warrior basketball!
VOLLEYBALL will kick off its season on Jan. 12 at St.
John, Buckley. Volleyball Roster:
JV: Madison Harris, Bailee Richards, Kylah Boyd, Zoe
Moudy, Kaitlyn Stack, Livi Graham, Alina Arvizu, and
Quin Rademacher.
Varsity: Skyelee Goble, Cheyenne Walls, Hannah
Christensen, Kyanna Adkisson, Emily Ryan, Lily Kiser,
Bailee Richards, Kylah Boyd, and Zoe Moudy
Coaches: Ashley Adams, Mia Yant, and Abigayle Priest
Our volleyball and basketball teams include students from
Danville Lutheran School, Danville Christian Academy,
and the local Homefires Association.

THANK YOU Chase Rouse
for coming in to help
make A LOT of pancakes
on Pancakes and
Pajamas Day!

Here are some of our
DLS families enjoying
those delicious
pancakes!

Mrs. Heidle’s class with their life-sized snowmen, made
as Christmas gifts for their parents. Thank you to Gail
Garner for helping us cut the wood to the right size!

A MESSAGE FROM JERRY BOYER: “A big
thanks to all volunteers, players, coaches and fans that
helped make another successful I & I Tournament-the
59th. I am looking forward to you all participating again
at the 60th I & I on December 7th and 8th, 2019.”

Pastor Heidle put on a Santa hat and read a Christmas
story to the preschool class and the Immanuel Two’s
children! Thank you, Pastor!
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30-minute Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod worship service
Produced by Lutherans for the homebound, hospitalized, …
Includes the Gospel, Epistle, and Sermon by LCMS Pastors
Music by choirs, soloists, and small groups

“Worship Anew” Award Winning Television Ministry
 Broadcasts weekly on:

Sundays 7:00 am – WTWO-TV2 (NBC)
Sundays 7:30 am – WCIX Channel 3
Sundays 10:30 am – TCT Network - DIRECTV channel 377
 Broadcasts Nationwide ever Sunday:
DIRECTV channel 377
11:30 am Eastern; 10:30 am Central; 9:30 am Mountain; 8:30 am Pacific
 Tune in any time online:
www.worshipforshutins.org

January 2018
“The Mystery of Christ Made Known”

January 6 (Ephesians 3:4-6)

Rev. Thomas Eggold, Emmanuel Lutheran Church~Fort Wayne, IN
The mystery of Christ is the inclusive and universal message that Jesus Christ entered our humanity, lived a
perfect life under the Law, died on a cross for the sins of the entire world and was raised from the dead,
conquering death and giving all of humankind the certain promise of everlasting life. This is the Gospel that the
Church has been commissioned to communicate!

“Baptized Into Christ!”

January 13 (Luke 3:21-22)

Rev. Shayne Jonker, Faith Lutheran Church~Roanoke, IN
“For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection
like His” (Romans 6:5 ESV). This morning we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan, God in the flesh,
and so also we celebrate our Baptism into Christ. What a great comfort in the midst of temptation and trial, sin
and death, and every distress that we can say to ourselves, “I am baptized into Christ!”

January 20 (John 2:1-11)

“Manifesting His Glory”

By Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church~New Haven, IN
We remember weddings as special, happy occasions. At the wedding at Cana, the unthinkable happened. Who
would step in and save the day? Jesus has done much more than saved a wedding at Cana.

January 27 (Nehemiah 8:1-10)

“Read It and... Rejoice!”

By Rev. William Mueller, Suburban Bethlehem Church~Fort Wayne, IN
In the dark days after the exiles returned from captivity in Babylon, the Word of God was rare. Ezra, the priest,
reads and applies God’s Word and the people respond with repentant weeping and abiding faith. The Word of
God still has that same power for us – so we are invited to read it and rejoice!

SERVING IN...

OFFICIAL ACTS IN DECEMBER
Joined by Adult Confirmation
Jeff & Dina Beyer
Chelsea Pratt
Funeral
Douglas Ferris; Lee Breezely

Elders
Jan.

6
13
20
27

Don DeMoss
Ken Kuhn
Scott Burgess
John Albers

Communion Assistants
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Arnold’s Office Supply, Inc.
446-9693 arnoldsofficesupply.com

Jan.
Ushers
Jan.

6
20

Al Julian, Wayne Mann
Scott Burgess, Kurt Thornsbrough

Team “A”
Capt. Don DeMoss, Pete Rudolph, Randy
Wilkinson, RJ Davis, Chris DeMoss

Lay Readers
Jan.
6
13
20
27

Marah Showers
Janet Terry
Kurt & Debbie Thornsbrough
Bob & Kathy Wakeley

Greeters
Jan. 6
Narthex
Chapel
13
Narthex
Chapel
20
Narthex
Chapel
27
Narthex
Chapel
Acolytes
Jan.
6
13
20
27

John & Marcy Heeren
Kitty Lee
Charles Vollmer family
Charlotte Schendel
Bill & Joyce Martin
Marlon & Marian Heideman
Gary & Sarah Stuhr
Carol Johnston

Hannah Christensen
Rhylie Beauvois
Josey Clem
Aidin Stuhr

Altar Guild
Jan.
Money Counters
Dec. Team “A” Holly Clem
Jerry & Charlotte Kennett

Locally Owned … Gary & Sarah Stuhr
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www.ilcdanville.com
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