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WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here
to worship with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ!

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL BELLS
OPENING HYMN

“I am Jesus’ Little Lamb”

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

LSB 515

Public domain

Please stand...

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

INTROIT

P Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may lay her young,
C at Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
P How lovely is Your dwelling place,
C O LORD of hosts!
P Behold our shield, O God;
C look on the face of Your anointed!
P For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of wickedness.
P For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.
C No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.
P O LORD of hosts,
C blessèd is the one who trusts in You!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she
may lay her young,
C at Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
P For the peace from above and for
our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
& for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
P For this holy house and for all
who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us,
gracious Lord.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT PRAYER
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into
His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Please be seated...

SUNDAY SCHOOL BELLS

“Amazing Grace”

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Amos 5:18-24
L The Old Testament Reading for the twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost is from
Amos, chapter five.
18
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of
the LORD? It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and a
bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and
a serpent bit him. 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and
gloom with no brightness in it? 21“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no
delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt
offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of
your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23Take away from me the
noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24But let
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

L The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter four.
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand...

ALLELUIA VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

St. Matthew 25:1-13

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be
like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of
them
were
foolish,
and
five
were wise. 3 For when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with
them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was
delayed, they all became drowsy and
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry,
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose
and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for
us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves. ’10 And
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was
shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to
us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated...

HYMN OF THE DAY “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

5

Public domain

SERMON

But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him
And forever love Him.

LSB 663

HYMN OF RESPONSE “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LSB 516

Public domain

Please stand...

APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each portion of the prayers:
P Let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers conclude:

C Amen.
We pray for the hospitalized: none known.
We pray for those recovering or have an upcoming procedure: Jerry Kennett, Janet Gale,
Phyllis Marsh, Pam West, Jerry Young, Bill Martin, Don Page, Walter Harbison, Eric
Wittmann, Linda Grinestaff, Joanne Johnson, and Angie Lucas.
We pray for those with ongoing health concerns: Debbie Dill, Joanne Johnson, Ellyn Smith,
Marsha Malivuk, Bill Russell, and Jerry Waterstradt.
We pray for those with cancer: Taylor Funk, Lincoln Downing, Sherry Kramer, Linda
Borgwald, Bill Fredericks, Cindy DeMoss, Owen Smith, Cheryl Bonebright, Kathy
Howey, and Frank Hutnicke.
We pray for strength and healing for: Mel Schriefer, Kitty Lee, Gary King, Cookie and Bob
Gallaway, Marilina Hutchison, Rebecca Bedinger, Sarah and Patty Calderon, Trisha
Howard, Jim Souza, Jackie Bland, Heather Bladel & family, Keri Blankenbeckler,
Courtney Leemon, Doris Limer, Jason Dawson, and those suffering from mental anguish.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

LSB 717

© The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010423.
Public domain

POSTLUDE
Please be seated following the closing hymn. The Ushers will dismiss
one pew at a time, starting in the back of the church and working their
way toward the front to maintain social distancing as we depart.
Thank you for coming to the Lord's house today. If you have an offering,
you can drop it in the collection plate by the narthex doors. Please
either take your bulletin with you or dispose of it in the trash can.

Thank You Veterans!
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Prayers for Worship
ON ENTERING CHURCH
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
In the multitude of your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your
house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.
BEFORE WORSHIP
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit
and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of
Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only
Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.
BEFORE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal
condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ,
who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me true
confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution.
Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly
life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power
and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have
come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the
heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your
Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my
Lord. Amen.
AFTER WORSHIP
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in
faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ,
my Lord. Amen.

