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 The Fourth Sunday in Lent                              March 14, 2021 
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Baptized 
into Christ 



 

WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here 
to worship with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ! 

PRELUDE                             

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN             “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”              LSB 592 

 

 

 

 

 

5   Now into Your heart we pour 

     Prayers that from our hearts proceeded. 

     Our petitions heav’nward soar; 

     May our hearts’ desires be heeded! 

     Write the name we now have given; 

     Write it in the book of heaven! 

Public domain 

 



 

 HOLY BAPTISM  

Please stand… 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  In the last chapter of Mark our Lord 

promises, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved."  And the apostle 

Peter has written, "Baptism now saves you." 
 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and 

are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.  We would 

be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 

condemnation.  But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus 

Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

P How are you named? 

R Ainsley Harlow Pratt 

P Ainsley Harlow Pratt, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T 

forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 

P Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 

condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your 

great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. 

You drowned hardhearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led 

Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this 

washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your 

beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to 

be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. We pray that You would 

behold Ainsley according to Your boundless mercy and bless her with true 

faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in her, which has 

been inherited from Adam and which she herself has committed since, would 

be drowned and die. Grant that she be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of 

the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and 

serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, 

with all believers in Your promise, she would be declared worthy of eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors 

for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in 

the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of 

those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing 

instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the 

faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to 

them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.  

P Is it your intention to serve Ainsley as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. They brought young children to 

[Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought 

them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the 

little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 

God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His 

hands on them, and blessed them.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated… 
P Ainsley Harlow Pratt, do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 



 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Ainsley Harlow Pratt do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

P Ainsley Harlow Pratt, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the 

new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen 

you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear 

before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world. 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light 

of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His 

coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our sister in 

Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the 

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Ainsley the new 

birth in Holy Baptism and made her a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as 

she has now become Your child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace, that 

according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to 

the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain 
the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 



 

Please stand… 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION         
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C Amen. 

INTROIT 
P The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

P Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

C though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 

P One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

C that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 

upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

C he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a 

rock. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

 



 

KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 

 

P For the peace from above and for our 

salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for 

the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 
 
 
P For this holy house and for all who 

offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 

gracious Lord. 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

P   Let us pray: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 

and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and 

serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C  Amen. 

 



 

Please be seated… 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4-9 
P The Old Testament Reading for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is from Numbers, 

chapter twenty-one. 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people 

spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 

and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many people 

of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and 

said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against 

the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he 

take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 

the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery 

serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, 

when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze 

serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he 

would look at the bronze serpent and live.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING                  Ephesians 2:1-10 

P The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter two. 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 

air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience — 3 among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 

of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest 

of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ — by grace you have been saved — 6 and raised us up 

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so 

that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Please stand… 

VERSE 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL St. John 3:14-21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

 

[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 

send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, 

but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 

believed in the Name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the 

light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 

exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 



 

Please be seated… 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB  571 

                                                    Please stand for the 6th stanza 

 

 

 
 

5   If you are sick, if death is near,  

     This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

     Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;  

     That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

  6   Glory to God the Father, Son, 

    And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

    To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

        Be praise now and eternally! 
 

Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

Please stand... 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

    After each portion of the prayers:    

 P Lord, in Your mercy,          

 C hear our prayer. 
 

 The prayers conclude: 

 C   Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN              “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LSB  702 

 

 

 
 

We pray for the hospitalized: Carol Johnston. 

We pray for those recovering or have an upcoming procedure: Jim Souza, Al Schultz, 

Debbie Thornsbrough, Ruth Roderick, Charlotte Schendel, Don Quick, Janet Gale, Phyllis 

Marsh, Pam West, Jerry Young, Walter Harbison, Eric Wittmann, Linda Grinestaff, Joanne 

Johnson, and Angie Lucas. 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns: Alice Barnes, Bill Burow, Janet Gale, Dick 

Huckstadt, Kitty Lee, Larry McCoy, Bill Schuring, and Jerry Waterstradt. 

We pray for those with cancer: Wayne Mann, Taylor Funk, Lincoln Downing, Sherry Kramer, 

Linda Borgwald, Bill Fredericks, Cindy DeMoss, Owen Smith, Kathy Howey, and Frank 

Hutnicke. 

We pray for strength and healing for: Kenneth Cox, Daniel Grinestaff, Kayla Morrison, Mel 

Schriefer, Kitty Lee, Gary King, Cookie and Bob Gallaway, Marilina Hutchison, Rebecca 

Bedinger, Sarah and Patty Calderon, Trisha Howard, Jim Souza, Jackie Bland, Heather 

Bladel & family, Keri Blankenbeckler, Courtney Leemon, Doris Limer, Jason Dawson, 

and those suffering from mental anguish. 

We pray for the family and friends of those who died: Bruce Huff. 

Public domain 



 

Please be seated following the closing hymn. The Ushers will dismiss 
one pew at a time, starting in the back of the church and working their 

way toward the front to maintain social distancing as we depart.  

Thank you for coming to the Lord's house today. If you have an offering, 
you can drop it in the collection plate by the narthex doors. Please 
either take your bulletin with you or dispose of it in the trash can. 
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