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When we celebrate Holy Communion we are eating and drinking the true body and
blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins. Because the Bible says
it is possible for someone to eat and drink to their harm of their understanding of the
sacrament is lacking, we ask our visitors to speak with our Pastor before communing
here for the first time. Ask an usher to help you find our Pastor before the service begins,
or call during the week.

OPENING HYMN

“The Only Son from Heaven”

LSB 402

Please stand for the 4th stanza
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.
INTROIT
P I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
C therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
P Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a
scepter of uprightness;
C you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
P Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond
your companions;
C your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
C therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in
heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Please be seated…
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 60:1-6
L The Old Testament reading for Epiphany is from Isaiah, chapter sixty.
1
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has
risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory
will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around,
and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because
the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good
news, the praises of the LORD.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING
Ephesians 3:1-12
L The Epistle is from Ephesians, chapter three.
1
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of
God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,
5
which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift

of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.
8
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,
9
and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according
to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
12
in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our
faith in him.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please be stand…
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL
St. Matthew 2:1-12
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, chapter two.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men

secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated…
HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

5

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6

He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessèd hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

LSB 334
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SERMON
Please stand…
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each portion of the prayers:
P Let us pray to the Lord,
C Lord, have mercy.

The prayers conclude:
C Amen.

We pray for the hospitalized: Mickey Seidler, Joanne Johnson
We pray for those recovering or have an upcoming procedure: Dottie Pettit and newborn
son, Charley, Bonnie Lazzell, Jerry Kennett, Janet Gale, Phyllis Marsh, Pam West, Jerry
Young, Bill Martin, Walter Harbison, Eric Wittmann, Linda Grinestaff, Joanne Johnson,
and Angie Lucas.
We pray for those with ongoing health concerns: Alice Barnes, Nancy Clark, Taylor Funk,
Phyllis Marsh, Bill Schuring, and Jerry Waterstradt.
We pray for those with cancer: Taylor Funk, Lincoln Downing, Sherry Kramer, Linda
Borgwald, Bill Fredericks, Cindy DeMoss, Owen Smith, Cheryl Bonebright, Kathy
Howey, and Frank Hutnicke.
We pray for strength and healing for: Daniel Grinestaff, Kayla Morrison, Mel Schriefer,
Kitty Lee, Gary King, Cookie and Bob Gallaway, Marilina Hutchison, Rebecca
Bedinger, Sarah and Patty Calderon, Trisha Howard, Jim Souza, Jackie Bland, Heather
Bladel & family, Keri Blankenbeckler, Courtney Leemon, Doris Limer, Jason Dawson,
and those suffering from mental anguish.

Please be seated…
HYMN
“As with Gladness Men of Old”

LSB 397
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
Please stand…
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for
the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore,
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient
temple, so in the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the
fullness of Your glory in human flesh. We give You thanks that in His most Holy
Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Here us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

When coming forward to receive communion, the usher will dismiss you
from your pew, one side of the sanctuary at a time. Please maintain
spacing while coming forward. Pastor will be standing at the end of the
center aisle to give you the bread, and then you’ll take a cup from the
communion assistant before returning to your seat by the side aisle.

Please be seated…
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “We Three Kings”

We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star. Refrain
Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign. Refrain
Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high. Refrain
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth and skies.

Refrain

Please stand…
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to everlasting life. Depart T in peace. C Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Hail, O Source of Every Blessing”

LSB 409
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Please be seated following the closing hymn. The Ushers will dismiss
one pew at a time, starting in the back of the church and working their
way toward the front to maintain social distancing as we depart.
Thank you for coming to the Lord's house today. If you have an offering,
you can drop it in the collection plate by the narthex doors. Please either
take your bulletin with you or dispose of it in the trash can.

Prayers for Worship
ON ENTERING CHURCH
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
In the multitude of your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your
house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord. Amen.
BEFORE WORSHIP
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit
and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of
Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only
Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.
BEFORE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal
condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ,
who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me true
confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution.
Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly
life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power
and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come
to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to
the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may
achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
BEFORE COMMUNING
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink
Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy
Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name;
for You live and reign with the father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the lifegiving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit
that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain
and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
AFTER WORSHIP
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in
faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ,
my Lord. Amen.
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