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PRELUDE

“Carols and Carols”

Organ-Piano Duet

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN MEDLEY
God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay!
for Jesus Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,
to save us all from Satan's power when we had gone astray:
Refrain:
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy!
From God our heavenly Father a holy angel came;
the shepherds saw the glory and heard the voice proclaim
that Christ was born in Bethlehem – and Jesus is his name Refrain
Refrain:
He is born, the holy Child, Play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy Child, Sing we all of the Savior mild.
Through long ages of the past, Prophets have foretold His coming;
Through long ages of the past, Now the time has come at last! Refrain
Jesus, Lord of all the world, Coming as a Child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, Grant to us Thy heavenly peace.
The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made heaven and earth of nought,
And with his blood mankind has bought. Refrain

Refrain

INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES
P Gathered in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit,
people of God, praise the LORD!
C I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart.
P Great are the works of the LORD.
C Full of splendor and majesty is His work.
P He has caused His wondrous works to be remembered.
C He sent redemption to His people. Holy and awesome is His name!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
P We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
C We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
P We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
C For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
P Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
C so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. You are no longer a slave, but a son. Therefore, as a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
INTROIT
P The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
C His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
P The LORD has made known His salvation;
C He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
P He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
C break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Joy to the World”

LSB 387

Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.

P

Let us pray:
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant
that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 61:10–62:3
L The Old Testament Reading for The First Sunday after Christmas is from Isaiah,
chapters sixty-one and sixty-two.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as
the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it
to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout
up before all the nations. 1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as
brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty
in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE
Galatians 4:4–7
L The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter four.
4
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand...
ALLELUIA VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL
St. Luke 2:22–40
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

22

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written
in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law
of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according
to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in
the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory
to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was
said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for
a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.
38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak
of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when
they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“In His Temple Now Behold Him”

LSB 519

Public domain

SERMON
HYMN OF RESPONSE

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

LSB 338

CHRISTMAS CREED
C I believe in God the Father, Creator of all things, who sent his Son as my
Savior
I believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the
Wise Men, who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to free me from sin,
death, and the power of the devil.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ and
by whose continuous work in my heart I am ever led to lay before the
feet of Christ my worship, my life, my love; to live under him as my
King, both now and forevermore. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each portion of the prayers:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
C Amen.

We pray for the hospitalized: Mickey Seidler, Joanne Johnson
We pray for those recovering or have an upcoming procedure: Bonnie Lazzell, Jerry Kennett,
Janet Gale, Phyllis Marsh, Pam West, Jerry Young, Bill Martin, Walter Harbison, Eric
Wittmann, Linda Grinestaff, Joanne Johnson, and Angie Lucas.
We pray for those with ongoing health concerns: Alice Barnes, Sandra Courson, Bill
Fredericks, Dick Huckstadt, Kitty Lee, Bill Russell, and Jerry Waterstradt.
We pray for those with cancer: Taylor Funk, Lincoln Downing, Sherry Kramer, Linda
Borgwald, Bill Fredericks, Cindy DeMoss, Owen Smith, Cheryl Bonebright, Kathy Howey,
and Frank Hutnicke.
We pray for strength and healing for: Daniel Grinestaff, Kayla Morrison, Mel Schriefer, Kitty
Lee, Gary King, Cookie and Bob Gallaway, Marilina Hutchison, Rebecca Bedinger, Sarah
and Patty Calderon, Trisha Howard, Jim Souza, Jackie Bland, Heather Bladel & family,
Keri Blankenbeckler, Courtney Leemon, Doris Limer, Jason Dawson, and those suffering
from mental anguish.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P You are free to go in peace. You have seen the salvation of the Lord. The
Word of the Lord has been fulfilled in Jesus, the light of the world.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

LSB 388

Public domain

POSTLUDE

Please be seated following the closing hymn. The Ushers will dismiss
one pew at a time, starting in the back of the church and working their
way toward the front to maintain social distancing as we depart.
Thank you for coming to the Lord's house today. If you have an offering,
you can drop it in the collection plate by the narthex doors. Please
either take your bulletin with you or dispose of it in the trash can.

Today’s bulletin
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Enid White.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Divine Service Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all
scripture quotations are the The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. UBP/AAR
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Prayers for Worship
ON ENTERING CHURCH
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells. In the multitude of your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may
enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus
Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.
BEFORE WORSHIP
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in
spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.
BEFORE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal
condemnation. In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus
Christ, who won for me forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant
me true confession that, dead to sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving
absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of
power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those
who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the
heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have
promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
AFTER WORSHIP
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love
in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep
me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

