The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 28, 2024
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Email: iled.churchsec@gmail.com or ilcd.pastor@gmail.com
Immanuel Lutheran School: 217.442-5036 or 217.442-5675

When we celebrate Holy Communion we are eating and drinking the true body and blood of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins. Because the Bible says it is possible for someone to eat
and drink to their harm if their understanding of the sacrament is lacking, we ask our visitors to speak
with our Pastor before communing here for the first time. Ask an usher to help you find our Pastor before
the service begins, or call during the week.




WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here to
worship with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” LSB 700

Please stand...

INVOCATION
(P) In the name of the Father and of the »}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

INTROIT

(P) A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.
(P) I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.

(P] Every day | will bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.

(P] The LoRD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
(P) All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,



and all your saints shall bless you!
(P) My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace from above and for 0 —_—
our salvation let us pray to the Lord. '

Lord, have mer - cy.
(P} For the peace of the whole world, Y
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord.  have mer - cv.
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G’I;ORIA IN EXCELSIS - “Glory to God in the Highest”
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(A] Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth,
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant

that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated...

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40

The First Reading for the Fifth Sunday of Easter is from Acts, chapter eight.

2An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 2’And he rose and
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship 2®and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the



prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
3030 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do
you understand what you are reading?” *!And he said, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. *>Now
the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was
led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” **And the eunuch said to
Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 3Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. **And as they were going along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?” *®And he commanded the chariot to stop, and
they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.
3And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING 1 John 4:1-21
The Epistle is from First John, chapter four.

!Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is
in the world already. “Little children, you are from God and have overcome them,
for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. >They are from the
world; therefore, they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 5We
are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know
God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. ¥In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. !Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 12No one has ever seen God:; if we love one another, God abides in
us and his love is perfected in us. 1*By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 1*And we have seen and testify that
the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. ®Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 1So we have



come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. "By this is love
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment,
because as he is so also are we in this world. 8There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
been perfected in love. *We love because he first loved us. 2°If anyone says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. !And this
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM - “Christ the Lord Is Risen”’

Please stand...
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HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch
of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the
word that | have spoken to you. “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in me. 51 am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. éIf anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. “If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.




Please be seated...

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” LSB 691
SERMON

RESPONSE HYMN “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” LSB 474

Please stand...

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life -}- everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated...
OFFERING

Please stand...
OFFERTORY “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We pray for the hospitalized this week: Randy Wilkinson.

We pray for strength and healing for: Jo Van Hoveln, Rachel McCloskey, Leslie Van
Camp Stone, Del Krueger, Margie Souza, Randy Wilkinson, Dan Rull, Darlene Collins,
Paul Teegarden, Earl Lackey, Dan Burmeister, Richard Wahlfeldt, Heather Christensen,
Martha Elliott, Angie Lucas, Charlotte Schendel, Walter Harbison, Mike Borgwald, Jim

Souza, Joyce Owens, Linda Grinestaff, Carole Schuldt Jason Toms, Gabby Reynolds,
Bob and Ev Komm, Rodger Burgin, Toby Ceader, Sarah Koester, Tom Reese, Bernice
Timmermann, Dottie Kliner, Mary Seifrig, Bruce Garrison, Carol Schafer, Jocelyn,
Myra Greazer, Gene Bahls, Tamara Fisher, Marilina Hutchison, Sarah and Patty
Calderon, Heather Bladel and family, Keri Blankenbeckler, Jason Dawson, Judy Berg,
Linda Borgwald, Eric Wittmann, Cindy DeMoss, Kathy Howey, and Frank Hutnicke.




THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

(P) Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your glory
to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word of His truth, keep, we ask You, in
safety the works of Your mercy so that Your Church, spread throughout all the
nations, may be defended against the adversary and may serve You in true faith
and persevere in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
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EASTER ACCLAMATION
) Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CLOSING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” LSB 837
POSTLUDE
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