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WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here to worship
with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ!

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN

“Arise, O Christian People”
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Please stand…
INVOCATION AND BLESSING OF THE TREE
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord, as we come to the end of the season of Advent, let our

songs remind us of Mary’s song of praise and the angel’s song of joy over the
gift of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. May we raise our voices to tell of His
coming so that the world may be ready to greet Him when He comes again in
glory. May we live in faith and in joy until that day is revealed as the Psalmist
invites: “O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! The
Lord has made know His salvation; all the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth
into joyous song and sing praises!”
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, for You Mary, the virgin mother, sang her
song of praises and for You the angel’s song broke through the stillness of that
night when You were born in flesh to save us. Give us voices to sing the song
of faith in celebration of Your coming and to herald Your coming again. As we
prepare to join our voices with the carols and songs of Your birth, make us bold
to speak in witness what that birth has accomplished; who lives and reigns with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P The Lord almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and the
songs we sing throughout the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas, as they
praise and herald Your coming.
C Amen.
HYMN

“Carols Old and New”
Tune: Forest Green
Both carols old and songs brand new to Jesus Christ we sing;
The silence must give way to sounds of praises to our King.
From “Little Town of Bethlehem” to “Hark! The Herald” sing
Till every place and every voice with sound of joy shall ring.
For “Christ Is Born of Mary,” “Good Christian, Friends, Rejoice;”
And “Lo, A Rose Is Blooming,” for “What a Child Is This.”
The melodies for Christmas raise, the great, glad tidings tell;
God’s Son is born, our Savior, Our Lord, Immanuel.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand.
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to

everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O Lord, You fulfilled Your promise to Mary that she would conceive in her
womb and bear the Son of the Most High, grant that we would hold fast to all
Your promises in certain confidence of Your faithfulness; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Please be seated…

The Savior’s Birth –A Nativity Skit
Narrator: Christmas fills our hearts with joy as we think of gifts, lights, and holiday
spirit. But remember, Christmas means something more. It’s the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us travel back to Bethlehem and share the
story of His birth.
O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
Vs. 1 – Children
Vs. 2 – Josey Clem
Vs 3 - CONGREGATION
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Narrator: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went to their own
town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged
to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
Children playing bells
Vs. 1-2 – Children
Vs 3-4 – Congregation
3 How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
4

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

Joseph: Do you have any room in the inn?
Narrator: No, I’m sorry, we are full. Try across the way.
Joseph: Please, do you have any room for us in your inn?
Narrator: We have too many guests already, we have no room.
Joseph: Do you have any room for us in your inn? We have come a long way and
my wife is with child.
Narrator: All of our rooms are full. I have an empty stable out back you may use.
It’s not much, but it will give you some shelter.
Mary: Joseph, the baby will be coming soon. Please, let us go to the stable.
O HOLY NIGHT
Vs 1 – Hannah Christensen
Vs 2 – Congregation
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His Gospel is Peace
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother
And in His name, all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
Let all within us Praise His Holy name
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
Narrator: While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

AWAY IN A MANGER – Children
Bells and Singing
Narrator: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
Angel: But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
Narrator: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
Angels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favor rests.”
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
Vs 1 – Angels
Vs 2-3 – Congregation
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Narrator: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
Narrator: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Narrator: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose

and have come to worship him.” The star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed.
Narrator: On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and
they bowed down and worshipped Him. They opened their treasures and
presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.
WE THREE KINGS
Vs 1 – Alex Wells
Vs 2 – Kendall & Carley Wright, Courtney Acree
Vs 3-5 – Congregation
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. Refrain
Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain
Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. Refrain
MESSAGE
Please stand…
THE NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T
of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
After each portion of the prayers:
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
C

Amen.

We pray for the hospitalized: Mickey Seidler
We pray for those recovering or have an upcoming procedure: Bonnie Lazzell, Jerry Kennett,
Janet Gale, Phyllis Marsh, Pam West, Jerry Young, Bill Martin, Walter Harbison, Eric
Wittmann, Linda Grinestaff, Joanne Johnson, and Angie Lucas.
We pray for those with ongoing health concerns: Alice Barnes, Sandra Courson, Bill
Fredericks, Dick Huckstadt, Kitty Lee, Bill Russell, and Jerry Waterstradt.
We pray for those with cancer: Taylor Funk, Lincoln Downing, Sherry Kramer, Linda
Borgwald, Bill Fredericks, Cindy DeMoss, Owen Smith, Cheryl Bonebright, Kathy Howey,
and Frank Hutnicke.
We pray for strength and healing for: Kayla Morrison, The Davis Family, Mel Schriefer, Kitty
Lee, Gary King, Cookie and Bob Gallaway, Marilina Hutchison, Rebecca Bedinger, Sarah
and Patty Calderon, Trisha Howard, Jim Souza, Jackie Bland, Heather Bladel & family,
Keri Blankenbeckler, Courtney Leemon, Doris Limer, Jason Dawson, and those suffering
from mental anguish.

Please be seated…
HANDBELLS “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
Please stand…
THE PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life.
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim
that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
With thankful hearts we pray, "Come, Lord Jesus," confident that in His body
and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so
proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI

When coming forward to receive communion, the usher will dismiss you from
your pew, one side of the sanctuary at a time. Please maintain spacing while
coming forward. Pastor will be standing at the end of the center aisle to give
you the bread, and then you’ll take a cup from the communion assistant
before returning to your seat by the side aisle.

Please be seated…
DISTRUBTION HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.

LSB 357
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Please stand...
DISMISSAL
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in Peace.
C Amen.
NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray:
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen
us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

Narrator: As we see the twinkling Christmas lights, let us remember the star that
led the Wise Men to seek the Savior. As we give and receive gifts, may
we stop to ponder what gifts we can give to the Christ child.
Narrator: May we, like the shepherds and angels, glorify and praise God for His
great gift to us in His Son, Jesus, and make known the wondrous news
to our friends and neighbors. As Mary pondered all these things in her
heart, help us take time out of this busy season to ponder what an
awesome and loving God we have.
Narrator: The spirit of Christmas is the spirit of love and of generosity and of
goodness that comes only from the gift of the Christ Child. God grant
that we keep the spirit of Christmas in our hearts and our lives not only
at Christmas, but always.
P And may the blessings of almighty God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy

Spirit, be and abide with you all.
C Amen.

JOY TO THE WORLD
Vs 1 – Children
Vs 2 – Eli Mann, Gracyn Gondzur, Kinley Pratt, Parker Wells
Vs 3-4 – Congregation
No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love.
POSTLUDE

Please be seated following the closing hymn. The Ushers will dismiss
one pew at a time, starting in the back of the church and working their
way toward the front to maintain social distancing as we depart.
Thank you for coming to the Lord's house today. If you have an offering,
you can drop it in the collection plate by the narthex doors. Please
either take your bulletin with you or dispose of it in the trash can.

Today’s bulletin
is sponsored by

Bob and Kathy Wakeley
In Loving Memory of
Stuart Barnes

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Divine Service Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all
scripture quotations are the The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. UBP/AAR
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Prayers for Worship
ON ENTERING CHURCH
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.
BEFORE WORSHIP
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and
in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.
BEFORE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Almighty, everlasting God, for my many sins I justly deserve eternal condemnation.
In Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, who won for me
forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant me true confession that, dead to
sin, I may be raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant me Your Holy Spirit that
I may be ever watchful and live a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus
Christ, my Lord. Amen.
FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
BEFORE COMMUNING
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your
holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having
with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through
Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
AFTER WORSHIP
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshipped in Your presence and received
both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I
thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all
Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

