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Text: Gregory J. Wismar. © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. ARR/UBP. 

WELCOME to all guests and members; we are glad that you are here 
to worship with us and hope you will return often as our friends in Christ! 

       

LENTEN MIDWEEK SERIES 

Return to the Lord 
 

LENTEN MIDWEEK 4 
“Return to the Lord Who Will Raise You Up!” 

March 7, 2018    7:00 pm 
 
Our God is reliable. In the Garden of Eden, God promised the Savior from 
sin, and He fulfilled that promise on the cross. He is eternal, unchanging, and 
faithful. Even while we are not reliable, we can rely on Him in every situation, 
and we can rely on Him to stay steadfast through cross and grave. In Lent, we 
see the full measure of our Lord’s reliability for us. 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 

OPENING  HYMN   “This Day Return to Me”  

 

 

 



 

Please stand…         Silence for Reflection 

INVOCATION  AND  KYRIE 

P In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    C  Amen. 
 

P O Lord, C have mercy. 

P O Christ, C have mercy. 

P O Lord, C have mercy. 
 

 

OPENING SENTENCES               Psalm 113:1,5–8 

P Who is like the Lord our God, 

C who is seated on high, 

P who looks far down 

C on the heavens and the earth? 

P He raises the poor from the dust 

C and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

P He raises them to sit with princes, 

C with the princes of His people. 

P Praise the Lord!  Praise, O servants of the Lord, 

C Praise the Name of the Lord! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION          Psalm 25:6–12; Mark 16:16 

P Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 

C I am by nature sinful and unclean. 
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C I confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You. 
P According to Your steadfast love remember me, 

C I have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
P For the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 

C I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them. 
P Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in the way. 

C I flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 

Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
P He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble His way. 

C Have mercy on me and for His sake grant me remission of all my sins. 

P All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 

C For Your Name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great. 



 

P Who is the man who fears the Lord? 

Him will He instruct in the way that he should choose. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved. 

C Grant this, Lord, to us all. Amen.  
 
Please be seated… 

PASSION INTRODUCTION 

P The third section of the Passion Narrative takes us to the palace of the High 

Priest. The Gospels record how in the middle of the night Jesus was taken 

before the gathering of the chief priests and the whole religious Council of 

Jerusalem. This dramatic section is like a first-person news report, recording 

the actual conversation that goes on as part of the interrogation of Jesus. A 

large part of this narrative is the denial of Jesus by Peter. At a crucial 

moment, this spokesman for the disciples denies even knowing the Savior. In 

this Lenten season, we may be presented with special opportunities to 

witness to our Lord; may we be ready and willing at all times to call Jesus 

our Lord! 

 We prepare for the hearing of the narrative this week by singing “Christ, the 

Life of All the Living.” The hymn text was written by Ernst Christoph 

Homburg, a German lawyer, in 1659. It was translated into English by 

Catherine Winkworth, a gifted British educator. Miss Winkworth lived from 

1827 to 1878, when she died in Geneva. She brought a great interest in 

German hymns to the English-speaking world, and her work has received 

great appreciation over many years. 

 

PASSION HYMN “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB  420    



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.  Public domain 



 

PASSION READING     Part 3 
 

RESPONSE “Return to the Lord, Your God”  

 

 

 
 

Text: St. 1: Joel 2:13. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. ARR/UBP of Concordia Publishing 

House. St. 2: James Pierce. © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. ARR/UBP. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Hosea 6:1–6 
L  The Old Testament Reading for our Midweek Lenten Service is from Hosea, 

chapter six. 

“Come, let us return to the Lord; 

    for He has torn us, that He may heal us; 

    He has struck us down, and He will bind us up. 

After two days He will revive us; 

    on the third day He will raise us up, 

    that we may live before Him. 

Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; 

    His going out is sure as the dawn; 

He will come to us as the showers, 

    as the spring rains that water the earth.” 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

    What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

    like the dew that goes early away. 

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 

    I have slain them by the words of My mouth, 

    and My judgment goes forth as the light. 

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

    the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord.      C  Thanks be to God. 



 

EPISTLE II Corinthians 4:13–18 
L  The Epistle is from Second Corinthians, chapter four.  

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been 

written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also 

speak,  knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 

Jesus and bring us with you into His presence.  For it is all for your sake, 

so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 

self is being renewed day by day.  For this light momentary affliction is 

preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we 

look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For 

the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord.       

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand…      
HOLY GOSPEL st John 6:35–40 
P  The Holy Gospel according to st John, the sixth chapter. 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not 

hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.   But I said to you 

that you have seen Me and yet do not believe.  All that the Father gives 

Me will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never cast out.  

For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will but the will of 

Him who sent Me.  And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I should 

lose nothing of all that He has given Me, but raise it up on the last day.  

For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 

and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on 

the last day.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.                       
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Please be seated…       

HYMN OF THE DAY “In the Shattered Bliss of Eden” LSB  572   



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 

Where the Lamb, in closest union, 

    Lives to love and feed His own. 

From His riven side forever 

    Flows the purest stream of love, 

Love that robes us with the raiment 

    Worn by all who feast above. 
 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 

    Gone the age of sacrifice; 

Ours the time of grace and favor, 

    Ours the call to paradise! 

Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 

    Only You can cover sin— 

Take our worthless, self-made garments; 

    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 
 

© 2002 Stephen P. Starke. UBP: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010423. 

Public domain 



 

SERMON  “Return to the Lord Who Will Raise You Up!”  

 

OFFERINGS GATHERED,  MUSICAL OFFERING     
 

Please stand… 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”   LSB 437 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
P Let us pray. 

 Gracious and merciful God, we turn to You, praying for the nations of the 

world and Your good creation. We fear the wars and civil strife, the rising 

seas and severe droughts that may occur. 

C Strengthen our faith and give us hope. Instill a desire for peace 

and justice in the leaders of the nations, and awaken in us all a 

sense of devotion to the care of Your good creation. 
P Redeeming Lord, we turn to You, praying for all who are denied human 

dignity for any reason and all who are enslaved to their personal addictions. 

C Open their hearts and minds to the truth of the freedom from sin 

You won for us. Release them from individual prisons of every 

kind. May they break forth in joy for their newfound freedom. 
P Hope of the hopeless, we turn to You, praying that You be with all who are 

frustrated by inadequate housing, unemployment, and isolation. 



 

C Surround them with supportive people of faith and guide them to 

the resources they need. Restore in them the certainty of Your 

presence so that they may stand to face whatever the future holds. 
P Heavenly Father, we turn to You, praying for those near and dear to us, … … 

and all who call out to You who are beset with various crises of faith and 

health. 

C Remind them of our Savior, who overcame death and the grave 

and rose on the third day. Use the skills You have placed within 

medical professionals and counselors of all sorts to show Your 

love, unknown to them in their present hour. 
P O Thou who changest not, we turn to You, praying for those who have strayed 

from the family of faith. 

C Open their ears to hear You calling them home. Surround them 

with people to speak Your Word and demonstrate Your care. May 

they ponder anew what the Almighty can do. 
P O Holy Spirit, we turn to You who tires not in inviting us to return, praying 

for all who are burdened with guilt or shame. 

C Remind them that it is the Savior who calls; let every ear hear and 

respond, confessing their sins in the sure hope of gracious 

forgiveness. 
P Lord Jesus, You returned to Jerusalem, passionate in Your mission to show 

mercy and love. 

C Give us confident faith at every reception of Your body and blood 

in the Lord’s Supper. Gather us as a hen gathers her chicks that 

the whole Church may rejoice together under Your eternal 

protection. 
P O Word of God Incarnate, You were sent by the Father to do His will. 

C We give thanks that by Your obedient death and resurrection You 

returned to Him, having accomplished Your mission and offering 

pardon to all who bring their requests to Him in Your Name. 
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 

grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose Name 

we pray; together:            
 

LORD’S PRAYER      
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name,  Thy kingdom come,   

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 



 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord, who calls you to return, bless you and keep you. 

The Lord, who offers grace and mercy,  

make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord, who has worked faith in your heart to respond to His love,  

look upon you with favor and give you peace.            C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LSB 427 

 

 

 

 
  

POSTLUDE 



 

Lift Jesus higher;  Lift Jesus higher; 
Lift Him up for the world to see! 

He said, If I  be lifted up from the earth 
I will draw all men unto me! 



 

 


