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Today we reach the culmination of the Easter season. In the First 
Reading, the apostles are gathered to select as successor to Judas 

one who had been with them from the beginning to 
become a witness of Jesus’ resurrection. In the Epistle, 
John teaches us the Good News that God testifies 

concerning Jesus, the Son: “Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (1 

John 5:12) In the Gospel, Jesus, in His High Priestly Prayer, 
prays that all who have received His Word may be one and 

that His joy may be fulfilled in us. He sanctifies us together in 
the truth of His Word as we live as resident aliens in this world. 
  
 
 

OPENING HYMN “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” LSB  492 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Wednesday Evening Service 



INVOCATION  AND  OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 1:1–3, 6 
P In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;  
P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates day 

and night. 

C He is like a tree planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, and its 

leaf does not wither.  
P In all that he does, he prospers. For the LORD 

knows the way of the righteous, 

C but the way of the wicked  

 will perish.  
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our ascended Lord is with us always, yet we often doubt His presence, love, 

and provision. Because we are by nature sinful, we often overlook Jesus’ 

promise to be with us always. We do not live our lives ready for His coming, 

and we neglect to share the Good News of Christ so that others may be ready 

for His return in glory. In repentance, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

confess our sins to our gracious God … 

Silence for reflection… 

P God who testifies Good News concerning Your Son: 

C We admit that we have turned from You. We 

have been led astray by our listening to the 

many voices spouting fake news in our world. 

Tune our hearts to Your voice speaking Good 

News about Jesus in Your Word. Forgive us, 

and heal us by Your love for Jesus’ sake.  
P “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 

not have life.” Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been given the gift of life!       

C  Amen.  We have new life in Christ!  Alleluia! 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE “Draw Us to Thee” LSB  701 
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT PRAYER  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray:     

 O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in 

triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of 

truth whom You promised from the Father; 

for You live and reign with Him and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.         

C  Amen.        
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:12–26 
 

EPISTLE I John 5:9–15 
 

GOSPEL st John 17:11b–19 

 

 



SERMON HYMN “By All Your Saints in Warfare” stz. 1,13,3  LSB  517 
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SERMON “He was Allotted His Share in This Ministry — 

 Three Ways Judas Iscariot can help You!!” 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE   “Built on the Rock” LSB  645  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
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DAILY PRAYER – EARLY EVENING  
 

P  Let my prayers rise before You as incense,  

C the lifting up of my hands  

 as the evening sacrifice.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
{each petition ends “Lord, in Your mercy:”   

response:  “hear our prayer!”} 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     
 

EVENING PRAYERS    

P  Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our 

constant companion on the way; kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among 

us, that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in 

the breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your Name’s sake.   Amen.  
 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray 

that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, 

and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.  
 

P  Let us bless the Lord.      C  Thanks be to God.  
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    C  Amen.  
 

SONGS BY REQUEST …  
 


